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Palm Sunday, 2009
Preached:  April 5, 2009 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

Philippians 2:5-11
“The Attitude of Jesus”

1. Not grasping

2. But giving

3. And thereby getting the glory

It’s so hard to keep a positive attitude these days, isn’t it? I mean, there’s so much going wrong. People losing their jobs. People losing their investments. And then there’s something about the human mind. It always tends to focus on the negative. It wants to be sarcastic, to be crabby. It would sooner pick a fight with someone than say something nice. So on this Palm Sunday our God speaks to us through the inspired words of the Holy Spirit, and He says to us, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” 
This is an unusual part of the Bible. You know that we Lutheran pastors always insist that we not just think of Jesus as a good example for us to follow. “He’s much more,” we always tell you. “He’s your substitute. He did something for you that you could not do yourself. He lived the perfect life. You’re never going to be able to live the perfect life. But He did it for you. When you believe in Him, His perfection gets credited to your account. So think of Him as your Savior, not your example.” Well, that’s true. And it’s a very important emphasis. But this part of the Bible is looking from a little bit different angle. It says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” Be careful not to skip over the second word too quickly. It doesn’t say, “Your actions should be the same as those of Christ Jesus.” It says, “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” Your attitude. We Christians have all the reason in the world to have a different attitude from the rest of the world. We have a reason for having a positive attitude. We have reason to be the most joyful, the most optimistic, the most confident, the most hopeful people. And it’s not because our brains are wired that way. No, it’s because of what Jesus did for us:
“Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,” that means to be gripped tightly. He “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing.” Jesus was God. He sat on the throne of the universe. He commanded the angels to do His will. The laws of nature work the way they do because He made them that way. But it says, He “did not consider equality with God something to be grasped.” He did not hold on tightly to His majesty as God. He didn’t cling to it. He didn’t insist on keeping it. “He made Himself nothing.” He emptied Himself, “taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death—even death on a cross!” He chose to give everything up, to set aside everything that lay at His disposal, to do without it. He even chose to give up one of the most obvious things that He had as God—His immortality. He who could not die, He even became obedient to death—even death on a cross. Jesus was not a grasping person. He did not try to hold on to it all.
How about you? Amid all the upheaval that we’re facing, are you trying to hold on to it all? The things that used to give you a sense of security—are you trying for all you’re worth to hold on to them while you watch them slip through your fingers? Are you trying to hold on to the bank account? To the 401k? The fancy house? The fancy car? The fancy vacation? “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus.” He didn’t grasp it. He gave it—all. 
And what came from giving it all? “Therefore (for this reason!) God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Because Jesus gave it all up, God gave it back to Him. Jesus didn’t grip the glory so tightly that He wouldn’t let go. He gave it all up. So God gave it back to Him. God exalted Him back up to the throne of glory, and He gave Jesus a name like no other name, a name that all reasoning creatures are one day going to ultimately give the glory to. Every knee will bow, every tongue in heaven and on earth and under the earth will confess Him. That means every tongue in heaven—every angel and every saint will profess His glory—every tongue on earth—every human being living on earth—even those under the earth. Paul seems to be speaking here of those in hell. The demons themselves and those human beings whose souls are lost in hell will on the day that Jesus returns have to admit that the glory is His. 
Can you imagine the scene when every knee bows? Can you imagine the sounds when every voice confesses that Jesus is Lord—the angelic voices, the human voices, the voices in despair that must finally admit, “Jesus is really the one it’s all about?” It’s going to be far grander than the praises they sang in Jerusalem on this day two thousand years ago. It’s going to make our Palm Sunday praises today seem pretty puny. It’s going to be a moment when it sinks in that Jesus really has done it all. It’s going to be a moment where all people will think in sync, “God, your plan really was perfect.” 
This is why we can have the attitude of Jesus. Our salvation is certain. Out fate is in the right hands. The one who rode into Jerusalem on that lowly donkey really knew what He was talking about. He not only knew ahead of time every detail of what would unfold that day—which particular donkey He would ride in on, what the donkey’s owner would say when His disciples would untie him. He not only had control over that wild, young, unbroken donkey. (That too itself is one of the miracles of Palm Sunday that He rode a donkey that had never had a man on his back before.) 
No, Jesus is far more than that. He controls everything that happens in the universe. And it’s all going to come to its climax just as He has planned it out. And He will be in the spotlight much more than He was on the first Palm Sunday. When we see His very human hands and feet, the scars that still linger there and in His side, it will hit us how real our Savior is and what lengths He went to in order to save us. When it strikes us how humble He became to ride on that donkey, knowing what would face Him in that city, there will be a moment in which our knees will weaken and buckle. We will fall to our knees before Him. I’m sure there will be lump in our throat as it hits us how much He loved us to let all these dreadful deeds be done to Him that we will hear about again during this Holy Week. There will no doubt be a lump in our throat as we open our mouths to confess that simple confession, “Jesus Christ is Lord.” 
These are the kinds of thoughts that will give you “the attitude of Christ Jesus.” May you be blessed with His attitude this week! Because then you won’t be so possessed with the urge to hang on to the glories of this world. Then you will realize what a blessing it is to be a giving person. And then a little of the glory will be given to you by God to enjoy. May the attitude of Christ be yours!
Amen.
